
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 13 May 2014] 

 p3175c-3177a 
Mr Shane Love; Mr Terry Redman 

 [1] 

ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION’S COMMENTS 

332. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Regional Development: 
How does the minister respond to the Leader of the Opposition’s ridiculous statement that royalties for regions is 
dead and buried? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 
I thank the member for Moore for the question. I make the point right up-front — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the first time. Member for Armadale and 
member for Cannington, I suggest you stop shouting out. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: I want to make the point right up-front that if the Leader of the Opposition — 

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: If the Leader of the Opposition thinks that royalties for regions is dead, I am glad he is not 
a doctor, because if that is any sort of competent analysis of the budget, he could not be further from the truth. In 
this budget — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the second time. If you want have a sideshow, 
take it outside. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: In this budget the Liberal–National government has announced $1 billion a year in the 
royalties for regions program over the four-year forward estimates. Looking back at what has happened in 
regional Western Australia in the last five years of this government, there has been support for schools, support 
for health, support for country aged pensioners, support for local governments and support for all those little 
community groups out there doing it tough. There has been support for a volunteer base that actually delivers 
services to regional Western Australia. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan and member for Warnbro, I call you both to order for the first time. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Members opposite out there in the regions certainly praise all of those things. They do not 
like saying it in this place, but when they are out there, they praise what is actually being delivered to regional 
Western Australia. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Pilbara, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: They are out there praising. To date we have spent $3.7 billion through royalties for 
regions. In the four-year forward estimates there is $4 billion. Members opposite have not seen anything yet 
when it comes to regional Western Australia. The Leader of the Opposition has no credibility when it comes to 
regional Western Australia. The opposition cannot deny this: it comes from a position in which its regional 
development fund was $20 million a year and then it says that a $1 billion-a-year program is dead. I do not 
understand how the Leader of the Opposition can hold any sort of credibility when it comes to regional 
Western Australia. We are making a substantial difference. 

I would like to add that a couple of new initiatives have come out of this budget. There is the “Growing the 
South” initiative. The member for Collie–Preston has banged on ad nauseam. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Treasurer, I call you to order for the first time. I know that you do not want money to go 
anywhere, but I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The member for Collie–Preston bangs on ad nauseam. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I call you to order for the first time. 
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Mr D.T. REDMAN: The member for Collie–Preston bangs on ad nauseam in here about supporting the south. 
We have heard a number of his speeches. We put in this budget $600 million over five years towards the 
Growing our South initiative and the best we can get from the opposition is from the honourable — 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I call you to order for the second time. Leader of the 
National Party, can you wind it up please? 
Mr D.T. REDMAN: Yes, Mr Speaker. The best we can get from the opposition on the Growing our South 
initiative was from Hon Adele Farina, who calls it a con. Given all the investments that have happened in 
regional Western Australia and all the initiatives that have supported a range of groups outside there, the best 
members opposite can come up with is that it is a con when we have delivered outcomes for four regional 
development commissions that have not had that revitalisation upgrade. 

Mr P.C. Tinley interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: Royalties for regions is not dead. The greatest challenge the Leader of the Opposition has 
is to build credibility in regional Western Australia. He has to get from the opposition side to across the corridor 
if he is to do any good in 2017. He is not going anywhere near that. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston! Thank you! 
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